Grading Rubric for Statistics 301 Project #2: Model Building and Evaluation
Group Members:    _____________     _____________     _____________     _____________
Total Project Score: ________ out of 30 points    

	1) Summary of the data
	

	a. 2 pts. Based on your inspection of the data, do there appear to be any potential outliers or influential points?


	

	b. 2 pts. Based on your inspection of the data, is it reasonable to assume there is a linear relationship between the response and each predictor variable?  Or, should one or more variables be transformed?


	

	
	

	2) Choosing a model
	

	a. 4 pts. Did you use an appropriate strategy to choose a model for the data?  Was this strategy clearly described?


	

	b. 3 pts. Did you evaluate assumptions for your chosen model?  


	

	c. 2 pts. Did you revise your model if necessary?  Is the revised model reasonable?

	


	
	

	3) Conclusions about desired effect(s)?
	

	a. 3 pts. Did you estimate the effect(s) of interest?  Did you include an inference about the magnitude of the effect in the population?  

If the study goal is prediction, you were asked to predict responses for specified new individuals.   Are your predictions sufficiently close to the true values (which you don’t have)?

	

	b. 2 pts. If appropriate, did you include an estimate of both unadjusted and adjusted effect(s) of interest?
(not relevant if study goal was prediction).

	

	c. 3 pts. Influence / outliers: If there are potential influential observations or outliers, did you evaluate whether conclusions are affected by those observations?

	

	
	

	4) Structure, General
	

	a. 3 pts. Executive Summary. Did you include an executive summary at the beginning of your report?  Did this summarize your approach and findings?


	

	b. 3 pts.  Following Guidelines.  Did you follow the guidelines in the project description?  Did your team turn in the project on time?
	

	c. 3 pts.  Writing.

Is your report clear and well organized?

Is there a logical flow?

Are major points clearly expressed and supported?

Do grammatical or spelling errors distract the reader?
	

	
	

	5) Bonus
	

	a. 2 pts. Robustness.  If there is more than one reasonable model, did you evaluate whether different model choices gave similar conclusions?

	


